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Y. T. WU’S REPORT TO THE CHURCHES (Continued from last Bulletin) 


I. The Work of the Past Four Years 


The principal accomplishment of the China Christian Three-self Reform Movement 
during the past four years has been the freeing of the personnel, management and finances of 
the church from imperialistic control, the cutting off of imperialistic relations, the beginning 
of wiping out of imperialistic influence, and the first steps in self-government, self-support 
and self-propagation, These accomplishments will be discussed under the following four points; 


(1) Chinese Christian churches and institutions have basically cast off imperialistic con- 
trol, and are in process of becoming religious organizations governed by Chinese Christians, 


Sa For more than a hundred years Chinese Christianity has been controlled by western mission 
‘ ards, and has been the tool of imperialistic aggression, The Three-self Movement has 
changed this situation, has forced the imperialistic elements to leave China, and has forced t 
mission boards to close up their work, As a result Chinese Christianity has now basically cast 
o*f imperialistic control of personnel and church government, and is now beginning to manage 


itself, 


The use of mission funds has been one of the traditional methods used by mission boards 
to control the Chinese church, After the Three-self Reform Movement had begun, many 
churches made definite plans to achieve complete self-support within a specified period, In 
November 1950, when the United Nations was discussing how to prevent American aggression 
against China and against Taiwan, American representative Austin made a statement insulting 
both to the Chinese people and to the Chinese church; he spoke of these mission appropriations 
as a **favor’’ to the Chinese people and the Chinese church, His lies aroused the protest of both 
the Chinese people and the Chinese church, Then in December the American Government 
announced the freezing of all Chinese funds, both public and private, in the United States, 
attempting in this way to threaten the livelihood of all those working in churches and institutions 
which still received mission aid, But this scheme of theirs failed, Chinese churches and reli- 
gious institutions immediately announced their determination to reject all further appropriations 
and to undertake immediate self-support, So we have gone forward by faith, and during these 
past years, through the generous giving of Christians, the willingness to endure hardship shown 
by church workers, and the help given through the government in remitting church property 
taxes, the Chinese Christian church has basically achieved self-support, 


(2) Beginning to clear out the influence of imperialism from Christianity. 


For over a hundred years the influence of imperialism upon Chinese Christianity has been 


very deep, The Work of missionaries, imperialistic perversion of the Scriptures, covering up the 
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true face of the gospel - all these have turned Christianity into a tool of aggression, By means 
of schools and hospitals imperialism has fostered a pro-American, anti-Russian and anti-com- @ 
munist attitude, so that Chinese Christians were not able to distinguish between friend and foe, 
between right and wrong, and thus in their thinking were poisoned by imperialism, 


The establishment of the Chinese People’s Republic and the glorious industrial accom- 
plishments which the new China has achieved in the past few years have opened the eyes of 
Chinese Christians and have shown us that our own country is to be loved. For four years all 
Christians, and especially church workers, have carried on patriotic studies, and in Peking, 
Shanghai, Foochow, Hangchow, Nanking, Shansi and Hunan organized study classes for church 
workers have at one time or another been held, This study has enabled us not only to recog- 
nize the evil nature of imperialism and its use of Christianity as a tool of aggression, but has 
also helped us to see the glorious future of our country and the religious toleration policy of the 
People’s Government, and thus we have been gradually liberated from imperialistic thinking, 


The Chinese Christian denunciation movement has played an important part in ridding 
the church of imperialistic influences, The activities of imperialistic elements in the church 
had long been cloaked in hypocrisy, so that many good Chinese Christians had been deceived 
by them, The Three-self Reform Movement aroused the whole body of Christians to a recog- 
nition of the true state of affairs, In 1951! throughout the whole country various churches and 
Christian institutions held denunciation meetings, and many Christians angrily exposed the 
crimes of the imperialists which they themselves had experienced within the churches, Ac- 
cording to incomplete reports, during 1951 Christian churches and institutions in | 33 cities held 


228 denunciation meetings of comparatively large scope. 


In order to accomplish their aggressive purpose, the imperialists had fostered a number of 
renegades within the church, who had for a long time deceived the churchmembers while acting 
very wickedly, They consented to be the tools of imperialism, and had long lost the essential 
characteristics of a preacher, The denunciation movement exposed these renegades and ex- 
pelled them from the church, One striking example is Ching Tien-ying of the Jesus Family. 
The Jesus Family was supposed to be an indigenous organization, but it was really fostered by 
the **missionaries*’, and especially by American ‘‘missionaries’’, Before and after liberation 
the **missionaries’’ considered that the Jesus Family was the most effective means of combatting 
communism, For thirty years the leader of the Jesus Family Ching Tien-ying had declared that 
it was an indigenous garden of Eden (lit. peach orchard out of this world), In fact Ching Tien- 
ying only put on the cloak of religion, he constantly collected spying reports for the imperial- 
ists, concealed counter-revolutionary elements, exploited and harmed the brethren and sisters 
in his church, controlled their marriages, and at the same time himself was leading a licentious 
and shameless life, Country-loving church-loving Christians finally by means of the Three-self 
Reform Movement overthrew that center of darkness, the original Family in Machuang, Shan- 
tung, and changed it into the North Shantung New Chuang Christian Church, Other expelled 
renegades include Ku Jen-en and Ma Chao-jui, who deceived the brethren, defiled the women, 
perverted the children and wrought destruction, 


(3) Chinese Christians as a result of the Three-self Reform Movement have raised their 
patriotic consciousness, and have taken part in various patriotic movements and in the move- 
memt for world peace, These patriotic movements include the Oppose America Help Korea 
Fund, Comfort to the Volunteers, assistance to the families of martyred soldiers, the purchasing 
of government bonds, and the formulation of patriotic manifestoes, There also appeared among 
the Christians many model workers, as well as others who loved both country and church, and 
many Christians were elected as people's representatives at various levels. 


The occupation of Taiwan by American imperialism, its continued use of Bandit Chiang 
as a means of aggression against China, the heightening of international tension, the attempt 
to start a third world war - these are ominous signs for mankind, Our Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Prince of Peace, the gospel which we preach is a gospel of peace, During the past four years 
Chinese Christians have positively taken part in the world peace movement, as for example in 
securing signatures to the Stockholm Declaration against atomic warfare, in opposing the re- 
arming of Japan by America, and in upholding the five-power peace plan, We have strongly 
opposed the use by America of bacterial warfare in North Korea and Manchuria, We had our 
own delegates present at the World Peace Conference, showing to the world the strong love o 
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Chinese Christians for world peace, We welcomed such strenuous fighters for world peace as 
Hewlett Johnson, James Endicott and Fu Chien-k’e, and through them sent messages to the 
churches of England, Canada and Norway, affirming the desire of Chinese Christians for world 
peace, 


° (4) The churches of New China on the basis of Love-country Love-church are showing a 
| new spirit, 


| We thank the Lord that during the past four years, by the grace of the Lord and the de- 


inch termination of both laymen and pastors, the Chinese Church has not only mrade progress in its 

z° spiritual work, but has attained a sense of solidarity which it never had before, 

as 

the Today believers love their church more than ever and are willing to take responsibility 

g. for it, giving generously of both money and time, Many pastors have a firmer faith, seeing 
more clearly God’s upholding providence, and are more zealous in caring for their flocks, 

g rightly dividing the word of truth, and training Christians in the spirit of Love-country Love- 

ch church, Accordingly the sense of fellowship between pastors and laymen is constantly growing, 

ae The partitions which imperialism had raised between the churches are gradually being 

d destroyed, and members and workers of different churches who formerly had little or nothing to 


do with each other are now increasing in fellowship, Nanking, Peking, Shanghai, Hangchow, 
Tientsin and Wuhan have all held church workers’ retreats, The Christian young people of 

neld Shanghai, Peking, Wuhan, Canton, Amoy and Nanking have had interdenominational summer 
and winter conferences and Christmas and Easter programs, We have truly come to realize, 
what a pleasant thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity, 


r of 
sting The organization of Nanking Union Theological Seminary and of Yenching Union Theo- 
ial logical Seminary show the existence of new life in Chinese theological education, Under the 


principles of mutual respect and adherence to true doctrine, the Episcopal and Baptist seminar- 
ies in Shanghai, the China Seminary of Hangchow, Nanking Theological Seminary, the North 
China Seminary of Wusih, the Cheloo Seminary of Tsinan, the South Fukien Seminary of 
Changchow, the Union Seminary of Foochow, Trinity Bible School of Ningpo, the Baptist Bible 
School of Chinkiang and the Mingtao Bible School in Tsinan, eleven schools in all, united to 
form the Ginling Union Theological Seminary, The Yenching School of Religion, Peking 
Seminary, Peking Union Women’s Bible School, Holiness Church Bible School, the Northeastern 


1- Seminary, the Baptist Seminary in Kaifeng, and the Lutheran Seminary in Shekow united to 
rs form the Yenching Union Theological Seminary, These different denominations and different 
‘ious theological viewpoints are working together in training young people for church work, Many 
self young people of the various churches have heard God’s call and have entered these seminaries, 
i” This development in theological education confirms our faith in the future of the church in 
China, 

en, 


From the accomplishments of these four years we have gained the following experience; 
First, the road of opposing imperialism and loving country and church represents the demand 
and desire of the vast majority of Chinese Christians, which shows that Christians love truth 


- rather than iniquity, Under the banner of opposing imperialism and loving the country, all the 
Christians of China can and should unite, Second, loving country and loving church are not in- 
ing consistent with each other, Our Lord Jesus loved His own country, Patriotism is the duty which 
ong we Chinese Christians owe our country as citizens, while devotion to the church is the expression 
d of a precious faith, Since the church has been used, influenced and defiled by imperialism, so 


in order to purify the church it is necessary for us to oppose imperialism and show our love for 

our country, Third, we can understand the mutual relationships of opposing imperialism, lov- 
ig ing country and loving church if we will devote ourselves to sincere study and align ourselves 
with the people, 


It is right to affirm these accomplishments of the past four years’ work of the Three-self 
n Reform Movement, But these accomplishments are not enough, there are still many defects in 
them, Although the movement is widely spread, it has not gone deep enough, There are still 
: churches and churchmembers who have not taken part in the movement, and among those who 
ave taken part there are some who do not really understand it, The Three-self Reform Move-~ 
@ ent has had a sort of sectarian tendency, looking down on Christians who do not take part as 
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